
 Spring is in the air, and we couldn’t be happier!  I hope everyone enjoys their Spring Break! The third marking period report cards will 

be sent home with the students on Friday, April 20th, 2018.  Please remember to sign and return the report card envelopes to the teachers.  Be 

sure to contact the teacher if you have any concerns.  We want the last marking period of this academic year to be as successful as possible for all 

of our students, with teachers, students, and parents all working together towards this goal.  

 We could not be more proud of all of the growth our students have made so far this year!  Thank you all for your support.  Together we 

are better! 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

      Jennifer Bennett 

      Principal 

 

R e t r i e v e r  N e w s l e t t e r   

P r i n c i p a l ’s  M e s s a g e  

April 

2nd  SCHOOLS CLOSED– SPRING BREAK 

4th   Kindergarten Registration Begins, 9am-2pm 

6th  Gr. 3– STEM Field Trip 

11th & 12th 2 Hr. Early Dismissal 

11th  PTA Restaurant Night– Nando’s Peri-Peri, 4-9 pm 

14th   Annapolis Cluster “Family Reunion”, 11-2 Annap. MS 

17th  2 Hr. Early Dismissal 

19th  Coffee w/ the Principal, 9 am 

20th  Report Card Distribution 

   Earth Day/Arbor Day Celebration, 1:45 pm 

  Talent Show, 6:30 pm 

24th  K Field Trip—AAMC  

30th  Gr. 2 Field Trip– Annapolis Maritime Museum 

 

W e s t  A n n a p o l i s  E l e m e n t a r y  

M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

AP R I L  20 1 8  

 

 

A Look Ahead to May 

 

2nd-9th  PARCC, Gr. 3 

10th-18th  PARCC, Gr. 4 & 5 

 

C u l t i v a t i n g  L i f e  L o n g  L e a r n e r s  



K in d e rg a r te n  R e g is t ra t io n  

K i n d e r g a r t e n  H i g h l i g h t s  

Kindergarten Registration for the coming school year will be held at West Annapolis Elementary, daily from 9am—2pm, beginning April 

4th.  Eligible kindergarten students must be five years of age on or before September 1st, 2018.  

To register a child, parents should bring the child’s original birth certificate, a copy of the immunization record and two proofs of residency 

(rental agreement, lease/ mortgage documents are mandatory and a current utility bill).  If you have any questions or need further    

information, please contact the school @ (410) 222-1635. 
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F i r s t  G r a de   H i g h l i g h t s  

This month we will wrap up Theme 3 with our Unit “Let There Be Light” and  begin Theme 4, titled “I Am Curious About How People 

Overcome Challenges”.  We will use our perceptive and persistent behaviors in Unit 1 - Bubbleology, the study and science of bubbles.  We 

will understand what it takes to move beyond a challenge in Unit 2 – Between A Rock And A Hard Place. Unit 3 – Inventors Take Action, 

will help us to understand how needs are the source of invention.   

In Math, we will finish our work with shapes and Geometry.   

Next, we will begin to build our understanding of two digit numbers by adding two-digit number and a one-digit number.  We will also add 

two, two-digit numbers, one of which is a multiple of ten. We will begin to understand that digits in the ones place are added together and 

sometimes this results in having to compose a new ten (regrouping). We will communicate our reasoning through verbal communication 

and a variety of representations, including manipulatives, drawings and strategies. 

Please make sure your student continues studying their math facts through sums and differences of 20.  It is so important for them to 

have fact mastery to move forward with more challenging skills! 

Please check with your student to see if they need new school supplies, such as crayons, pencils or glue sticks.  Many of them are running 

low or out of extras. 

Thank you for your continued support! 



F o u r t h  G r a d e  H i g h l i g h t s  

Math:  Students will focus on classifying geometric shapes based on properties of lines and angles. Students first investigate relationships between 

parallel and perpendicular lines, and extend that knowledge to identify attributes of polygons. Students revisit angle measurement as they classify 

triangles and quadrilaterals, and explore the concept of additive angles using diagrams. Students will continue to build vocabulary as they identify 

lines of symmetry in familiar figures.  

Science:  Students will explore different sources of energy, determine their origin, how they address human energy needs, and discuss their positive and 

negative impact on the environment. This unit culminates with students synthesizing their learning to make decisions on how to power a town given 

budget and environmental concerns. 

Social Studies:  The current unit investigates the public issues and policies of modern Maryland in order to prepare students to be active participants in 

Maryland civics and economics. 

Reading: Students continue to read novels and analyze with depth and complexity.   

Explicit Comprehension:  Students will draw inferences from a text by referring to details and examples in the text. Students will also determine word 

meaning and interpret phrases and information in a text. 

IRA: Students will describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story drawing on specific details in the text. 

S e c o n d  G r a de  H i g h l i g h t s  

This month in Language Arts we are starting our final writing unit, poetry.  Students will be reading poetry, studying different tools and strategies 

poets use, and writing their own poetry!  

In math we will be working with telling time and solving problems involving time.  Please keep practicing addition and subtraction facts with your 

child. 

 We will continue to have homework in math on Tuesdays and Thursdays unless otherwise noted.  Please check your child's agenda and take-home 

folder each night. 

Please check with your child to see if any of their school supplies need to be replaced.  Thank you! 

T h i r d  G r a d e  H i g h l ig h t s  
We are looking forward to our field trip coming up on April 6th.  Thank you in advance to the chaperones that are coming with us. 

Language Arts:  We are currently finishing up our persuasive speeches on environmental issues.  Our next unit of study will be fictional writing.  In 

reading we will be reading fractured fairy tales and folktales.  We will be discussing theme as well as central message.  Please continue to read at 

home. 

Math:  We are continuing our unit on comparing fractions with like denominators and like numerators. Please continue to practice math facts every 

night and to take advantage of all the online math games. 

Social Studies: Students are enjoying the end of our economics unit. In our next unit, we will determine the role of a good citizen and discuss 

our responsibility in the community we live in. 

 Science:  We are finishing up our unit on environmental effects on animals by writing public service announcements. We will be starting a new unit 

on Weather and Climate in April.   
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F i f th  Gr ad e  H i g h l i g h t s  
Math:  Solving Problems with Fractional Qualities: In this unit students will build on their knowledge of operations with fractional quantities using 

data and other real-world contexts. They will begin by dividing fractional amounts. Students then use their problem-solving strategies to interpret real 

world problems and select the appropriate operation.  

Science: We just finished food chains. We will begin our unit on water consumption and filtration.  

Language Arts: We are moving into our last unit called "Explore Creative Solutions" for our interactive read alouds. The texts in this unit are specific to 

the development of secret codes and inventions in order to highlight the creativity involved in solving specific problems. During the course of this unit, 

students will have read multiple texts that will enable them to compare and contrast stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes 

and topics, as well as integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. We will be 

reading books like: 

1. *Navajo Code Talkers, Brynn Baker 

 Mr. Ferris and His Wheel, Kathryn Gibbs Davis 

*The Most Magnificent Thing, Ashley Spires 

The Homework Machine, Dan Gutman 

In writing, we will be finishing up our persuasive unit and prepare to debate about the topics the students have chosen.  

Keep reading and writing!    

We will begin reviewing for our PARCC testing which will be in May.  

The 5th grade is excited for our extended day field trip to Philadelphia on May 4th!  We are really looking forward to this 1st Annual trip! 

https://blackboard.aacps.org/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_958623_1&course_id=_39916_1
https://blackboard.aacps.org/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_958628_1&course_id=_39916_1
https://blackboard.aacps.org/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_958631_1&course_id=_39916_1
https://blackboard.aacps.org/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_958629_1&course_id=_39916_1


M u s i c  H i g h l i g h t s 

This will be a busy month in music class. Our unit of study will focus on harmony and we will be learning 
about building chords to accompany a melody. We will be using our voices, melody bells, and "Boomwhackers". 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

·-Saturday, June 2nd the 4th and 5th grade Chorus will be performing the National Anthem at the Bowie 
Baysox baseball game. Students will be selling tickets as a fundraiser. Please watch for more information! 

- Saturday, May 12th is the Music Department trip to Six Flags America. We will depart at 8:45 and return at 
7:30pm.  

- Wednesday May 9th 2nd Grade will attend a concert at Annapolis Symphony Orchestra 

-Tues, May 15th the Spring Concert will be presented at 7:00pm. The band, chorus and orchestra will perform 
an exciting concert. 
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H e a l t h  R o o m  H i g h l i g h t s  

Spring is in the air, which means allergy season is coming.  Here are some tips on how to allergy and asthma proof your home.  Dust mites 

are the most common trigger of allergy and asthma symptoms.  These tiny insects live in the dust particles that naturally collect in our 

homes.  Other triggers include pollen, pet, and human dander.  The key is to limit accumulation of these triggers.  Sweeping, vacuuming 

floors and rugs, cleaning furniture, upholstery, linen, and blinds will help.  While cleaning it may help to wear a mask and gloves to limit 

your exposure to dust and pollen.  If you have pets try to keep them out of your bedroom and off furniture. Bathe them regularly.  

P h ys i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  H i g h l i g h t s  

Grades 3-5 

Volleying Skills 

Striking overhand and underhand 
Partner practice and small group games using skills 
Basic understanding of how to keep score, play your position and rotate  

Fitness Testing 

Students will be finishing up their Fitnessgram  

Grades K-2 

Volleying 

Students will work on striking a balloon and progressing to a beach ball  
Individual and partner practice  

Short and Long Jump Rope skills and fitness activities. 
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C o u n s e l o r  H i g h l i g h t s  

 In the wake of recent, national events I am including some guidelines to help talk with children. 

 

 Try and keep routines as normal as possible.  Children gain security from the predictability of routine, including going to school. 

 Limit exposure to television and the news 

 Be honest with children and share with them as much information as they are developmentally able to handle. 

 Listen to their fears and concerns.  Don’t feel compelled to comment on every statement they make. 

Reassure children that the world is a good place to be, but that there are people who do bad things/make bad choices. 

 

National Volunteer Appreciation Week is April 16-20, 2018 – 

We thank all of the parents who give their time to our classroom teachers reading to the classes, helping with classroom  parties, special  activities, 
field trips and all of the annual weekend events that could not be possible without parent support and time. 

 

Our new Human Relations Committee has held their first meeting and are preparing to head a community outreach activity and spirit days for the 
spring semester. 

 

Third Grade- 

McLaughlin                                                                      Galyon                                                                                       

Abigail L.                                                                           Ethan C.                                                                   

Devin C.                                                                             Jack P. 

Alternate – Lucia B-R                                                                                                                           Portocarrero 

                                                                                                                                                                Abbigail C. 

Thorn                                                                                Taneyhill                                                      James S. 

Phebe G.                                                                            Kelsi R. 

Jack M.                                                                             Gloria M. 

 

 

S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  H i g h l i g h t s 
Mrs. Facciponti and Ms. Vitek want to remind parents that the PARCC Assessment will be administered in grades 3-5 during the month of May. 

Please encourage your students to try their best and remember to use their test taking skills. Parents please make sure students are getting a good 

night's rest and nutritious breakfast on these PARCC Assessment days. 

    Finally, the crocus's are blooming! Springtime is finally here and it is a great time for students to get out and enjoy the environment. Have your  

children take walks and share their experiences by either keeping a journal or telling someone about their walk. Encourage conversation and active 

outdoor play.  

          As the year winds down it is important to finish strong. Parents should encourage their children to read every night and continue to practice 

their math facts. Students need to remember to continue to come prepared to school, be on time, and come ready to learn.  

          On those days when April Showers Bring May Flowers encourage your child to read or log on to the Connect Ed or First In Math and complete 

some fun activities on these websites. 

M e d i a  H i g h l i g h t s  

April is School Library Month! This month the students will be doing activities in class that celebrate 

the essential role that strong school library programs play in transforming learning. 

Kindergarten 1st and 2nd graders are continuing to complete lessons on Code.org. The students are doing amazing with creating specific algorithm to 

finish each computer program that they are working on. If you would like to practice code at home just go to www.code.org. Once there you can explore 

all the site has to offer. Thank you to the families that came out to support our Cultural Arts Showcase! If you are in the school please walk through 

and see the great postcards. 3rd through 5th grade are deep in a genre study. They are learning about the elements of historical fiction, mystery,      

realistic fiction and fantasy. There will be a cumulative project at the end.  

http://www.code.org/


Ar t  H i g h l i g h t s  

R e t r i e v e r  N e w s l e t t e r   Page 6 

Please remember to dress for the mess in art!!!    

Special announcements: 

 · Congratulations to all these students who had art on display at the Studio 39!  If you weren't able see the exhibit 

no worries!  There will be a second viewing here at WAES.   

Save the date: 4th grade has a field trip on May 25th to the National Gallery of Art  

 

 

5th: Torn Paper Mosaic/ Clay Mini Tile 

4th: One Point Persepctive Optical Illusions 

3rd: Color Wheel/ Scrap Paper Weaving 

2nd: Chilean Rainsticks 

1st: Garbage Monsters 

k: Garbage Monsters 
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M a r c h  V. I . R . ’s -  

We are continuing the V.I.R. recognition program at WAES this year. Each month, classroom teachers will pick a trait or a behavior that the class 

will concentrate on for that month. Some examples are perseverance, cooperation, responsibility. The classroom teacher will then pick a student that 

has exemplified that trait throughout the month. This student will be named a V.I.R. - Very Important Retriever. The students will be recognized 

with a certificate that will be displayed in our gym lobby showcase. They will also have their names announced on the morning announcements and 

in the monthly newsletter. The V.I.R. will also be able to bring in a small item to display with their certificate. Some examples include pictures of 

family, pictures of pets, a favorite stuffed animal, or an award or trophy that the student is proud of.  

I am proud to announce the following V.I.R.s for the month of March:  

 Graham H.   Mrs. Miller’s Class  

 Julian O.    Mrs. Ganey’s Class  

 Brady L.    Mrs. Riley’s Class  

 Luke R.    Mrs. Stanley’s Class  

 Zach H.    Mrs Kegley’s Class  

     

S p e e c h  H i g h l i g h t s  

Tips to Get Your Child to Talk About Her School Day 

By Sherry Artemenko, MA-CCC-SLP 

 I want to offer some great tips for getting your preschool and elementary-aged child to open up about school when she comes home: 

--Ask open-ended questions.  "How was school today?" does not bring about the most conversation. For many young children it is too vague and 

they need a more specific question to help them remember their day. Avoid questions that can be answered in one word, especially "yes" or "no." 

Rather try some open-ended questions like, "Tell me about the game you played at recess today" or "That's a beautiful picture of the farm. Tell me 

about it." or "I wonder what you had for lunch today."  

--Use their artwork or take-home papers to start conversations.  

--Know their school schedule so you can start talking about library day, gym or art class. Take the time to sit down and read the books with her, 

affirming her choice, and encouraging reading.  

--Know the themes they are learning--apples and farms, communities, the seashore, China or the rain forest. Have fun exploring the topics on 

the internet together, learning new facts to expand on her knowledge and discussing the themes.  

--Take time at the dinner table to talk about a good and bad thing that happened that day. Knowing that the family gathered at dinner is 

a safe place to share joys and disappointments, is comforting.  Make it a game of thinking of a good and bad, happy and sad, or fun and challenging 

event that day. By encouraging your young child to talk about a hard thing that happened that day, you can provide emotion words to help her  

express herself such as, "You must have been disappointed when Sally didn't let you join the game." or "I bet you were frustrated when they were 

out of your favorite dessert at lunch."  

--Use books as conversation starters. Choose a book about school and see what conversation unfolds. For a laugh out loud, read What a Day it 

was at School! by Jack Prelutsky. His collection of poems about school "tipping over with a heavy backpack, throwing food in the cafeteria,         

hopelessly competing with a classmate in gym, or emitting an accidental noise during class“ is outrageously silly, getting a child laughing and   

connecting the stories to her school experience. After reading the book to a second grader, I asked her what happens in her school if someone throws 

food at lunch? She went on to tell me the rules, and all about Cody and Will when they made a mess in the cafeteria. 

--Take advantage of your child stalling at bedtime. One mother shared with me that if she lingers with her first-grade son after stories are 

read and the bedtime routine is over, she can count on about 10 minutes of chat about his day.  

--Listen, listen, and listen. Once your child gets started talking about her day, hold off more questions and let her go. As parents, we tend to jump 

in with more questions, but pausing is important. A child gains confidence as she relates her day and you affirm her. 

Delaney C.   Mrs. Minzak’s Class  

Jack M.    Mrs. McLaughlin’s Class  

Phebe G.    Mrs. Thorn’s Class  

Molly Grace R.   Ms. Galyon’s Class  

Kalese S.   Mrs. Taneyhill’s /Mrs. Dauer’s Class  

Abbigail C.   Mrs. Portocarrero’s Class  

http://www.parents-choice.org/0060823356/parentschoice-20
http://www.parents-choice.org/0060823356/parentschoice-20
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P TA H i g h l i g h t s  

April is here!   

On Thursday, April 19 at 9 am we will once again have Coffee with the Principal.  We will learn about 

West Annapolis Elementary’s Green School Certification and see how the latest strategic plan ties into 

all of the school’s goals.   

Don’t miss the fabulous WAES Talent Show on April 20th at 6:30.  Rehearsals will take place on  Fridays 

in April and then registered students will sing, dance, and entertain us on the 20th.  

On Saturday, April 21 please join us to help beautify the grounds of WAES.  We will be weeding,      

planting, and painting from 8:30-11:30.  While this may sound like a pain in the back, it is actually a 

wonderful community building activity.  Join us to get your hands dirty and teach your kids about the 

value of hard work.   

At our Greenscape event we will also have a shredder on hand.  Bring your old, sensitive documents and 

get them shredded by the professionals at The Shred Mill between 8 and 10:30 am. Donations are        

encouraged and will help fund PTA programming. 

Thanks and have an awesome April, WAES families! 

R e a d i n g  O f f i c e  H i g h l i g h t s  

Our annual Read-a-thon and Reading Incentive was very inspiring and 

we had many students and families participate!   We were all so excited 

to have crushed our school wide reading goal with students reading over 

1,606 hours!  This is double the amount of time that was read last year!  

We also raised enough money to purchase a Chromebook cart and 10 

Chromebooks!!!   Thank you to everyone involved: from the families that 

encouraged their children to read, to all those who supported our PTA 

and collected donations, and to all of our guest readers.   

The following Top Flyers were awarded special prizes for going above and 

beyond our reading and fundraising goals: 

Top Fundraising Students: Graham H., Hayden L., and Robbie H. 

 

Top Fundraising Classes: Mrs. Kegley’s and Mrs. Thorn’s Classes 

Grade Level Top Readers:  

 Kindergarten: Wren S. 

 1st Grade: Manny M. 

2nd Grade: Hayden L. 

3rd Grade: Robbie H. 

4th Grade: Marc B. 

5th Grade: Ellie H. 

 

Most Participation: Mrs. Miller’s, Mrs. Stanley’s, and Mrs. Thorn’s 

Classes 

 

Thank you so much to our generous PTA for funding the program and 

encouraging a love of reading in all of our students.  Our students are truly “magical readers.” A huge round of   

applause goes out to Mrs. Bennett in her willingness to taste all the sweetness reading has to offer as our Top  

Readers earned the honor of making and throwing pie at her!   








